
 
GOVERNMENT	  OF	  THE	  DISTRICT	  OF	  COLUMBIA	  

ADVISORY	  NEIGHBORHOOD	  COMMISSION	  3D	  
PO	  Box	  40486,	  Palisades	  Station	  

Washington,	  DC	  	  20016	  
	  

PALISADES	  –	  KENT	  -‐	  SPRING	  VALLEY	  -‐	  WESLEY	  HEIGHTS	  -‐	  NEW	  MEXICO/CATHEDRAL	  –	  	  
THE	  AMERICAN	  UNIVERSITY	  -‐	  FOXHALL	  VILLAGE	  -‐BERKELEY	  

 
 
 
November 11, 2015 
 
Councilmember Mary M. Cheh 
John A. Wilson Building 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 108 
Washington DC 20004 
 
Dear Councilmember Cheh: 
 
At its meeting on November 4, 2015, Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 3D heard 
from a group of Wesley Heights residents who expressed deep concern about the health and 
environmental impacts stemming from the use of gas-powered leaf blowers in their 
neighborhood and across the city.  As residents indicated, the use of gas-powered leaf blowers – 
once only a seasonal practice – has now become a year-round concern.  Use of gas-powered leaf 
blowers are now standard practice for landscape and maintenance crews.   
 
The Wesley Heights residents concerned about the issue have taken the initiative to conduct 
extensive research on uses of gas-powered leaf blowers nationwide and identified multiple 
scientific studies documenting health hazards, including noise impacts, associated with the use of 
these leaf blowers.  They argued that the use of the gas powered leaf blowers poses a health risk 
for the landscape workers that use the equipment as well as neighbors.  They also pointed to 
several cities across the U.S. that have adopted new restrictions on the use of gasoline-powered 
leaf blowers and they sought ANC 3D’s support for imposing similar restrictions in the District.  
Specifically, they sought ANC 3D’s support to request that you introduce legislation to address 
the problems associated with the use of gas-powered leaf blowers.   
 
Since the DC government promulgated regulations on the issue in the 1990’s, a number of new 
options and alternatives have materialized (such as gasoline options that move away from a two 
stroke engine, as well as battery and electric leaf blowers) that can better protect the health and 
safety of District residents and those who work in the District.   
 
Consequently, at its properly-noticed public meeting on November 4, 2015, held at the Sibley 
Hospital Medical Office Building, and with a quorum (5) present at all times, ANC 3D, voted 8-
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1-0 to support the residents’ call to request that you introduce legislation to address the issues 
related to the use of gas-powered leaf blowers.  The text of the resolution is attached.  
 
We appreciate the efforts of neighbors to bring much-needed attention to this issue and we look 
forward to working with the neighbors and your office on this important matter. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Thomas M. Smith 
Chair, ANC 3D   
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Resolution On Gas-Powered Leaf Blowers 
 
Whereas, the operation of gas-powered leaf blowers has been shown to contribute to serious 
environmental and public-health problems, including emission of hydrocarbon pollutants into the 
environment that greatly exceed levels produced by high-powered vehicles traveling many miles; 
and 
  
Whereas, among the risks to health and the environment from the operation of gas-powered leaf 
blowers are the disturbance of topsoil and the dispersal into the atmosphere of fine-particulate 
matter, including spores, fungi, pollen, microbes, and animal feces; and 
  
Whereas, studies document that among the populations most seriously threatened by the 
operation of gas-powered leaf blowers are those individuals operating the equipment themselves, 
as well as those in near proximity to such operation; and 
  
Whereas, the operation of gas-powered leaf blowers can create undue noise pollution 
for  residents (especially those who are home-bound, retired, disabled, engaged in child-care, 
working at home, or telecommuting), and a degradation of the peaceful enjoyment of urban life; 
and 
  
Whereas, existing laws in our city that are designed to limit the noise levels and hours of 
operation of leaf blowers have proven to be difficult to enforce and/or ineffective in addressing 
the aforementioned problems; and 
  
Whereas, alternatives exist for safe and effective leaf control and management (such as battery-
powered or electric leaf blowers) that do not generate the same harms to public health and the 
environment as gas-powered leaf blowers; and 
  
Whereas, a number of cities in the United States have now moved to prohibit the operation of 
gas-powered leaf blowers, in order to protect their citizens and to advance their quality of life 
and attractiveness; 
  
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that ANC 3D requests Council Member Mary M. Cheh (Ward 3 
representative on the DC Council, and Chair of the Council’s Committee on Transportation and 
the Environment) introduce legislation, including revisions to 20 DCMR, Section 2800, to 
prohibit the use and operation of gas-powered leaf blowers, following the expiration of a so-
called “sunset” period. 
 
Adopted November 4, 2015 
8-1-0 


